
How did 
Germany 
stabilise its 
economy after 
1923?

Write a bullet 
point list. After 
each one, leave 
a line space.





Underneath each of the 
factors that you’ve 
identified, explain briefly 
what would be the 
consequences for Germany 
if that factor disappeared.



What caused Germany’s economic stability?
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What impact did this have on Germany? Identify the consequence of each factor.

Dawes Plan American loans to Germany dried up, and many American banks ‘called in’ (demanded 
immediate repayment of) existing loans

There was significantly less demand for German goods abroad 

Improved relationship with former enemies

America raised tariffs (extra taxes) to raise the price on imported goods and make their own 
products more attractive

Increasing demand for German industrial goods in 
America

There was a huge increase in unemployment across all social groups

The government of Chancellor Bruning raises taxes and cuts wages

Increasing confidence in the government’s ability to 
provide stability

Bruning’s plan failed to improve Germany’s economy , making it worse in some cases



Why was the Wall Street Crash 
(and the Great Depression that 
followed) so damaging to 
Germany?

Politically
Economically
Socially





LIST
For each of the categories, you need 
to try and list as many different 
answers as you can. You get a point 
for any that match my answers. You 
get two points for a legitimate 
answer I haven’t put on the board.
You have THREE MINUTES to make 
as long a list as possible.



We are going to look at the ways in which the 
Weimar Republic deteriorated and collapsed in 
future lessons. To help us get there, we need 
to link these factors together into themes. 
Next to your list, identify which category each 
of these factors might come under. Some may 
come under more than one:

• E = Economic
• P = Political
• S = Social
• I = Internationally



“Weimar Germany was economically weak.” “Weimar Germany was politically weak.”

“The social divisions in Weimar Germany were damaging.” “Weimar Germany was undermined from the beginning by the behaviour
of foreign powers.”



Reasons why the 
Weimar Republic 

was weak



• Reliance on American 
money

• Treaty of Versailles
• Proportional 

Representation
• Article 48
• The Hyperinflation Crisis 

of 1923
• The Wall Street Crash
• War Guilt
• Lack of an army
• Many considered it to be 

too liberal
• Too many political 

parties
• Reparations payments
• Inability to get things 

done
• Belief that Germany was 

poorly treated
• The government 

changed too often
• The invasion of the Ruhr



What was the 
biggest cause of 
weakness in the 

Weimar Republic?



What killed the 
Weimar Republic?

What potential factors could 
bring down a democracy?



SUSPECTS:

• President Hindenburg
• Adolf Hitler
• The German People
• The Great Depression
• Article 48
• Proportional Representation
• The Treaty of Versailles
• Rising Unemployment
• The SA / political violence
• The Weimar Constitution
• The Reichstag Fire

In each group, allocate 
someone to read 
through and 
investigate the 
different factors in 
each category:

Green = Economic problems
Blue = Individuals
Orange = Weimar weakness
Red = Politics



What does this source suggest about 
the rise of the Nazis?
How do you know?



What does this source suggest about 
the rise of the Nazis?
How do you know?







1. What was the implement that 
allowed the murderer to gain access 
to the victim?

3. What was the fatal moment that 
meant that the Weimar Republic 
could never recover?

2. Who or what left the doorways unlocked to allow the murderer to get 
closer to the victim?

4. Who seemed to gain the most from the end of the Weimar Republic?

Who or what 
killed the 
Weimar 

Republic?



What killed the 
Weimar Republic?



Write up your initial thesis.

This isn’t a set opinion, but an 
interpretation, and it’s one that can 
change over the course of the coming 
lessons. 



What are your 
initial theories 
about why the 
Weimar Republic 
collapsed?



What does this source suggest about 
the rise of the Nazis?
How do you know?



What does this source suggest about 
the rise of the Nazis?
How do you know?



What does this source suggest about 
the rise of the Nazis?
How do you know?

“Nazism seemed to many just an extreme version of what 
[most Germans] had always believed in or taken for 
granted. It was nationalistic, respectful of the armed forces, 
socially conservative, disdainful of laziness, hostile to 
eccentric or incomprehensive ideas that came from cities, 
disapproving of homosexuals and other unconventional 
human types, and avid to achieve ‘greatness’ for Germany. 
They welcomed parts of the Nazi message and told 
themselves that the rest was less important or was not 
meant seriously.”
Walter Rinderle and Bernard Norling, historians



• The Nazis rose to power as a consequence 
of the rising unemployment in Germany. 

• The Nazis rose to power by exploiting the 
weaknesses of the Weimar Republic

• The Nazis had the support of the population 
because the German people agreed with 
their aims

Which of the three interpretations do you find 
most convincing?

Why?



Use the evidence from the booklet 
that you were given last lesson to put 
bullet point evidence in each column 
to support the different 
interpretations.

If you think you can make it fit, you 
can use evidence from earlier in the 
period as well to support them. 



What evidence can we use to support the different interpretations of why the Nazis rose to power in the early 1930s?

The Nazis rose to power as a consequence of the rising 
unemployment in Germany

The Nazis rose to power by exploiting the weaknesses 
of the Weimar Republic

The Nazis had the support of the population because 
the German people agreed with their aims





What was the most 
important reason why 
you came to school this 
morning?



Read through a classmate’s 
account.

DID YOU:
- Identify at least one cause?
- Identify a reason why that 

cause led to you attending 
school?

- Several causes?



Question

Level One (required 

for Grades 1 and 2)
Basic: Answers that identify 

evidence, features or 
material relevant to the 
question. Explanation is 
likely to be implicit or by 
assertion. Answers take 

features of sources or 
interpretations at face 

value. Material discussed 
may have implicit 

relevance. 

Level Two (required for 

Grades 3 and 4)
Simple: Answers that describe 
evidence, features or material 

relevant to the question. Answers 
that display simple one step 

reasoning or brief explanation of a 
point or comment that is explicitly 
relevant to the question. Answers 
may recognise, describe and may 

explain, simple similarities or 
differences in sources or 

interpretations. 

Level Three (required for Grades 5 and 6)

Developed: Answers that display more than one step 
of reasoning or detailed explanation that is explicitly 

relevant to the question. Answers will sustain an 
explanation of the differences or similarities in sources 

or interpretations. 

Level Four (required for Grades 7, 8 and 9)

Complex: Answers build on the qualities of developed 
answers. Answers display reasoning that shows the links or 
connections between evidence or details that are explicitly 
relevant to the question. Answers may show originality or 

sophistication. Answers demonstrate substantiated 
judgement or an awareness of the provisional and 

problematic nature of historical issues, evidence and 
interpretations. 

How useful is 
source A to a 

historian 
studying the 

signing of the 
Magna Carta?

Source A is useful 
because it shows 
lots of soldiers stood 
around King John 
and they are forcing 
him to sign a piece 
of paper.

Source A is useful to a 
historian as it shows John 
surrounded by barons 
and bishops, such as the 
Archbishop Stephen 
Langton. This is accurate 
because Langton was the 
man that actually wrote 
Magna Carta, making this 
useful to a historian.

Source A is useful to a historian as it 
shows John surrounded by barons and 
bishops, such as the Archbishop Stephen 
Langton. As Langton was the man who 
wrote the Magna Carta, this makes the 
source useful for a historian as it clearly 
demonstrates that the artist has a sound 
knowledge of the creation of Magna 
Carta, and as such a historian could use 
this to gain an understanding of what 
the event might have looked like.

It is also worth pointing out that the artist 
produced this image for an educational 
website whose main purpose is to inform 
school age children of key events in British 
history. Given that the purpose of the source 
means there is no motive to alter any of the 
details (as educational sites have no reason 
to deliberately mislead children), and that 
the source contains much that is 
corroborated by other sources, Source A is 
therefore an extremely useful source for a 
historian studying Magna Carta as it gives a 
truthful impression of events and can be 
trusted to inform historical study. 

Explain the 
significance 

of the signing 
of the Magna 
Carta for the 
development
of the rights 

of the  British 
people. 

The Magna Carta 
was significant for 
Britain. It was a 
really important 
document and there 
are still lots of parts 
of it that we use 
today. 

The Magna Carta was 
significant in developing 
British rights such as the 
right of the people to 
have a say over how they 
are taxed and the right to 
a fair trial. We still use 
these rights today, 
meaning they are 
extremely important. 

Magna Carta was significant because it 
represented the first time that the 
authority of the government (in this 
case, King John) was limited by the 
people. When the barons forced the 
King to give them a say over how much 
tax they paid, they set a precedent that 
the people deserved a say in their own 
government, rather than simply being 
dictated to. This was significant as it 
meant that in the future other 
challenges could use it as an example to 
follow to help them gain more rights. 

This precedent being set also made it much 
easier for people to stop their rights from 
being taken away from them. For example, 
Magna Carta introduced the right to trial by a 
jury of your peers if you have been arrested, 
a right that is maintained to this date. 
Because people were able to have a fair trial, 
it became much more difficult for Kings to 
take away the rights that individuals had won 
over time as the courts could rule against the 
government. As such, Magna Carta was so 
significant as its terms made it much harder 
for the rights won by the precedent that it 
set to be taken away from people in the 
future. 



We’re going to be going back through the 
mock exams today. 

You will have the scores on the papers BUT the 
grade boundaries haven’t been calculated yet, 
so don’t fixate on them. No one got 100%, so 
therefore everyone has something that they 
could do better. 

We’re going to look at two areas that need 
addressing- the explain questions and the 
account questions.



Explain the impact of the Treaty of Versailles upon Germany between 1919 and 1929.

[8 marks]

Write the question in your assessment 

books. 

Underline the key words.

We will plan an answer out together using 

PEEL paragraphs.



Explain the impact of the Treaty of Versailles upon Germany between 1919 and 1929.

[8 marks]

1 x way in which the Treaty affected 

Germany

1 x way in which the Treaty affected 

Germany

Explain how those factors connect 

together to impact upon Germany



WRITE AN ACOUNT

These questions are basically explain 
questions, but you have to do them in 
chronological order:

Write an account of how the stalemate on the 
Western Front developed.

Write out the question on a new page and 
underline the key words. We’ll plan it out 
together. 



Write the TOTAL SCORE that you got for both 
papers on the front of the Germany paper.

Read back through your account question and 
your explain question in the answer booklets 
from the exam. 

Underneath your answers, write down THREE 
TARGETS that you feel you need to work on to 
improve your answers for the rest of these 
areas. 





“Never in my life have I been so well disposed and 
inwardly contented as in these days. For hard reality 
has opened the eyes of millions of Germans.”    

-Adolf Hitler, talking as the impact of the Great 
Depression became clear in Germany.

Was it ‘hard reality’ that allowed the 
Nazis to seize power?

Or did the Nazis deliberately 
undermine democracy?



We are going to continue to build and 
test interpretations of the Nazi rise to 
power. 

Working in your rows, identify any 
SPECIFIC EVIDENCE that you could use 
to support the interpretation that the 
situation in Germany needed a radical 
response.



“Hard reality… opened the eyes of millions of Germans.”  To what extent do you agree?

The situation in Germany led people to accept the need for a radical solution The Nazis rose to power by manipulating and undermining German democracy



No read through the information 
provided about the Reichstag Fire and 
the Enabling Act and do the same.



“Articles 114, 115, 117, 118, 123, 124 and 153 of the 
Constitution of the German Reich are suspended until further 
notice. It is therefore permissible to restrict the rights of 
personal freedom, freedom of opinion, including the freedom 
of the press, the freedom to organize and assemble, the 
privacy of postal, telegraphic and telephonic communications. 
Warrants for house searches, orders for confiscations as well 
as restrictions on property, are also permissible beyond the 
legal limits otherwise prescribed.”

Text of the Reichstag Fire Decree. The decree was worded so broadly it effectively 
allowed the Nazis to define their own legal limits. Hitler and his supporters could 
marginalise political opponents by imposing restrictions on the press, banning 
political meetings and marches, and intercepting communications. There was no 
longer any need to provide justification to the courts for arrests, allowing the regime 
to detain suspected terrorists or revolutionaries without charge.



“When Germany awoke [the day after the Reichstag Fire], a 
man’s home was no longer his castle. He could claim no 
protection from the police, he could be indefinitely detained 
with-out charges; his property could be seized and his 
communications over-heard”.

Historian Douglas Reed, describing the impact of the Reichstag Fire Decree.



“Yesterday I saw Goering on Leipziger Straße!” 
“Really? I didn't know there was a fire there!” 

A joke secretly circulated in the days following the Reichstag Fire.



“All… restraints on police action imposed by Reich and State 
law [are abolished] so far as this is necessary … to achieve the 
purpose of the Reichstag Fire Decree.

In keeping with the purpose and aim of the decree the 
additional measures … will be directed against the 
Communists in the first instance, but then also against those 
who co-operate with the Communists and who support or 
encourage their criminal aims…”

Leading Nazi Hermann Göring, issuing orders to Prussian police on 3rd March



On March 5th 1933, a week after 
the Reichstag building was 
devastated by fire, there was yet 
another federal election in 
Germany, the third in just nine 
months. But this election was 
neither free nor fair, corrupted 
mainly by the brown-shirted men 
of the Sturmabteilung. SA 
troopers openly interfered in the 
electoral process: threatening 
party organisers, breaking up 
left-wing meetings, tearing down 
opposition party campaign 
posters and spreading scurrilous 
rumours about other candidates. 

• A member of the 
Sturmabteilung (SA, or 
Brownshirts) patrolling with a 
member of the Bavarian 
police in Munich, May ‘32



“We were prepared; we knew the intentions of our enemies. I 
had put together a small ‘mobile squad’ of my storm from the 
most daring of the daring. We lay in wait night after night. 
Who was going to strike the first blow? And then it came… It 
was about wiping the lecherous grin off the hideous, 
murderous faces of the Bolsheviks for all time, and protecting 
Germany from the bloody terror of unrestrained hordes.”

A member of the SA describing his reaction to the events of 28th February 1933 (the 
day after the Reichstag Fire)



“Hitler evidently feared that there would be a violent reaction 
if he obtained a decree outlawing the Communist party 
altogether. He preferred instead to treat individual 
Communists as criminals… That way, the majority of Germans 
might be won over to tolerate or even to support the wave of 
arrests that followed the Reichstag Fire and would not fear 
that this would be followed by the outlawing of other political 
parties. It was for this reason that the Communist Party was 
able to contest the elections of 5 March 1933… By allowing 
this, Hitler and his fellow ministers also hoped to weaken the 
Social Democrats. If Communist candidates had not been 
allowed to stand, many [would have voted] for the Social 
Democrats instead.”

Richard J Evans, The Coming of the Third Reich 



[After the Reichstag Fire] the pro-Nazi press also whipped up hysteria 
about an imminent communist revolution by publishing unfounded 
rumours. These fears of a communist take-over, coupled with Hitler’s 
seemingly decisive leadership in response to the Reichstag fire, saw 
many citizens abandon other parties to vote for the NSDAP. The Nazis 
increased their share of the vote to almost 44 per cent and won a 
further 92 Reichstag places, giving them 288 out of 647 available seats. 
This was nowhere near the two-thirds majority Hitler needed to change 
the Weimar constitution – however he was able to configure a majority 
by arresting communist and social democratic politicians, then striking a 
deal with the Centre Party. On March 23rd the Reichstag passed the 
Enabling Act, giving Hitler political powers not available to a German 
ruler since the days of Bismarck.

From AlphaHistory.com





HOMEWORK

“Hard reality… opened the eyes of 
millions of Germans.”  To what extent 
do you agree? 

Write a summary paragraph that 
utilises AT LEAST THREE specific pieces 
of evidence to support your point.





PEER ASSESS

Mark your neighbour’s work.

Have they:
• Used three pieces of evidence?
• Is that evidence SPECIFIC?
• Are they explaining clearly how their evidence 

helps them to answer the question?

Give them a TARGET- ie, one precise area that they 
need to work on to improve. 



- Between June 30th and July 2nd, the SS- Hitler’s personal 
bodyguard- launched ‘Operation Hummingbird’. This was a purge 
of leading members of the SA, including its leader, Ernst Röhm. It 
is estimated that between 700-1,000 potential challengers to 
Hitler’s power, such as Gregor Strasser, and external opponents, 
such as von Kahr, the man who betrayed the Beer Hall Putsch.

Why do you think Hitler did this?



I swear by God this sacred oath: I will 
render unconditional obedience to 
Adolf Hitler, the Führer of the German 
Reich and people, Supreme 
Commander of the Armed Forces, and 
will be ready as a brave soldier to risk 
my life at any time for this oath.

- The Hitler Oath, sworn by all Wehrmacht soldiers in 1934

Why do you think Hitler did this?



• Göring, a leading Nazi, changed the rules that meant that the 
Communist deputies were not counted in the total figure. This 
made it easier for the Nazis to reach the 2/3rd majority of votes to 
change the constitution. This was entirely illegal.

• Lots of pressure had been put on Social Democrat members of the 
Reichstag in the days before the vote. Some were imprisoned, some 
were threatened and had gone into hiding. 94 of the 120 SPD 
members, however, turned up.

• The Nazis had done a deal with the Catholic church in Germany, 
promising to protect them if their representatives- the Centre Party-
voted in favour of the Enabling Act.

• The Nazis used the SA and SS (Hitler’s private bodyguard) to 
intimidate their opponents. The Social Democrat, Wilhelm Hoegner, 
described the scene:
“When we Social Democrats had taken our places… SA and SS men 
placed themselves by the exits and along the walls behind us in a 
half circle. Their attitude did not bode well for us.”

Details of how the Enabling Act was passed.



• 30th January 1933 Hitler Chancellor.

• 27th February 1933 Reichstag burned down.

• 28th February 1933 Article 48 enacted: Law for Protection of 
the People and the State.

• March 1933 Elections see Hitler claim 44% of seats and 
failed to secure majority. 444 members in the end (after 
intimidation) vote for Enabling Act.

• May-July all political parties other than NSDAP banned.

• May 1933 Trade Unions banned replaced by German Labour 
Front.

• July 1933 Concordat signed with Pope leaving Catholic 
Church free from Hitler’s interference.

• 30 June 1934 Night of Long Knives sees around 200 of 
Hitler’s rivals such as Kurt von Schleicher and men from the 
SA, who were the majority of the 200 killed. This included 
Hitler loyalist Ernst Rohm, the chief of staff of the SA, who 
was shot dead.

• 2 August 1934 Hitler uses Hindenburg’s death to gain oath of 
loyalty from army and combines Chancellor with President; 
Germany had a dictator, the Fuhrer.
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Use the flowchart and the 
information provided to 
explain how each of the 
factors that we’ve looked at 
helped Hitler to consolidate 
his power as a dictator. 



“Never in my life have I been so well disposed and 
inwardly contented as in these days. For hard reality 
has opened the eyes of millions of Germans.”    

-Adolf Hitler, talking as the impact of the Great 
Depression became clear in Germany.

Was it ‘hard reality’ that allowed the 
Nazis to seize power?

Or did the Nazis deliberately 
undermine democracy?





“The stupidity of democracy. It will 
always remain one of democracy’s best 
jokes that it provided its deadly 
enemies with the means by which it 
was destroyed.”

Josef Goebbels, Nazi Propaganda 
Minister

What did Goebbels mean by this?

Do you agree?



We’re going to be continuing to 
work on the quality of our 
explanatory writing today. 

What does a good piece of 
historical explanation need to 
include?



Identify everything you’ve 
picked out in the paragraph 
provided.



The Weimar Republic was created to replace the German government that 

collapsed at the end of the First World War when the Kaiser abdicated. It 

immediately found itself having to deal with a country that had been completely 

geared up to fighting a war, and that was not prepared for the challenges that 

they faced in peacetime. For example, the British naval blockade on Germany 

continued into 1919, making it extremely difficult for people to get enough food to 

eat. As well as this, the terms of the Treaty of Versailles cut off any economic 

recovery before it could really get started. Because the Germans were found to 

have caused the First World War, they were forced to repay the victors’ costs. This 

debt ran up to £6,600 million pounds. No country would have been able to repay 

this, and when the Germans failed in early 1923 the French ended up invading 

their major industrial region, the Ruhr, in order to claim back the debts that the 

Germans owed. This meant that the main thing that could improve Germany’s 

economic situation- more jobs and access to resources- was taken away, making 

it harder for Germany to recover. This meant that any opponents of Weimar could 

easily claim that it wasn’t doing its job properly and needed to be replaced. This 

was also shown by the hyperinflation crisis, which meant that the government was 

completely unable to deal with any of the major problems that Germany was 

facing as its money became completely worthless, forcing Germany to its knees.

Q6: Which of the following was the more important reason why the Weimar Republic was in danger in the years 1919-1923:
 Economic problems
 Political unrest?
Explain your answer with reference to both reasons. [12 marks]



• We’re going to practice the writing skills that we need to work on based 
upon the feedback that I gave you from the exam. 

• You have a double-sided sheet; on one side is the detail about 
each of the key events leading to Hitler becoming a dictator; on 
the other, three spaces in which to explain how each of the 
factors was important.

•Choose ONE of these three factors 
that helped Hitler become a dictator. 
Write a clear analytical paragraph 
that explains clearly HOW that event 
helped Hitler to become a dictator. 
Try to use as much of the specific 
evidence as you can. 

From Chancellor to Führer



Hitler Elected as 
Chancellor

Reichstag Fire Enabling Act Outlawing 
political 
opponents

Night of the Long 
Knives

Death of 
Hindenburg

• Largest party 
in the 
Reichstag.

• Refused to 
work in 
coalition with 
other parties.

• Did not 
achieve a 
majority in 
the Nov ‘32 
elections- 230 
seats, 37% of 
the vote.

• Hitler was 
appointed 
Chancellor in 
January 1933 
after much 
political 
wrangling.

• February 27th

1933.
• Marinus van 

der Lubbe.
• Hitler said it 

was the signal 
for the start of 
a Communist 
Revolution.

• Allows article 
48 to be used, 
giving the 
President 
power to 
remove civil 
liberties.

• Allows 
crackdown on 
Communist 
Party and Nazi 
opponents.

• 4,000 
Communists 
arrested; 
Communist 
party banned.

• Election of 
March ‘33 
gives Nazis 
44% of the 
vote.

• They needed 
66% of votes 
in the 
Reichstag to 
change the 
constitution.

• Hitler 
promised 
Centre Party 
freedom for 
Catholic 
Church in 
Germany.

• Nazi SA men 
filled the hall 
of the Kroll 
Opera House 
to intimidate 
the members.

• 444 members 
voted in 
favour, 94 
against.

• Within three 
months of the 
Enabling Act, 
all political 
parties except 
the Nazis 
were banned 
or had 
dissolved 
themselves

• On July 14th, 
the Reichstag 
made the 
Nazis the only 
permitted 
political party 
in Germany

• The SA had 2 
million
members by 
summer of 
’34.

• Ernst Röhm, 
the head of 
the SA, was 
the only 
viable threat 
to Hitler’s 
position due 
to this. 

• June 29th-30th-
leading 
members of 
the SA 
arrested. 77 
are executed, 
including 
Röhm, Gregor 
Strasser and 
Von Kahr. 

• The SA is 
placed under 
the command 
of the army.

• Paul von 
Hindenburg
died of cancer 
on 2nd August 
’34.

• Hitler, 
knowing the 
Hindenburg 
was dying, 
passed a law 
on the 1st

August saying 
that the office 
of President is 
to be merged 
with that of 
Chancellor, 
making Hitler 
‘Fuhrer’ of 
Germany. 

• On 2nd August, 
the army 
swears an 
oath of 
allegiance to 
Adolf Hitler.



Hitler Elected as 
Chancellor

Reichstag Fire Enabling Act Outlawing 
political 
opponents

Night of the Long 
Knives

Death of 
Hindenburg



How did the Reichstag Fire help 
Hitler become dictator?

How did the Enabling Act help Hitler
become dictator?

How did the Night of the Long Knives help 
Hitler become dictator?



• Swap your work with a classmate.

• Read through their work, identifying the different factors 
that were put on the board at the start of the lesson.

• Identify whether that paragraph is at Level One, Level Two 
or Level Three, and write a target that the other person 
needs to work on. 

• Remember:
• L1 is basic description / very simple explanation
• L2 is using evidence to support an argument, but not specifically 

linking it to the question
• L3 is explaining directly exactly how what you have discussed 

helps you to answer the question.
• L4 requires you to write two clear L3 paragraphs and then 

explain how and why you reached your conclusion. This is an 
evaluative judgement. 

From Chancellor to Führer



What is the 
difference 
between an 
interpretation and 
a source?



What is the interpretation given of the Night of the Long Knives in this cartoon?



Interpretation A: ‘They Salute With Both Hands Now.’ David Low, London Evening Standard, 1934



If anyone reproaches me and asks why I did not resort to the regular courts of justice, then all I 
can say is this. In this hour I was responsible for the fate of the German people, and thereby I 
became the supreme judge of the German people. I gave the order to shoot the ringleaders in 
this treason… 
Let the nation know that its existence—which depends on its internal order and security—
cannot be threatened with impunity by anyone! And let it be known for all time to come that if 
anyone raises his hand to strike the State, then certain death is his lot.

Interpretation B- Adolf Hitler, in a speech to the Reichstag on 13 July, 1934 justifying the Night 
of the Long Knives.

We are going to work through this 
interpretation step-by-step.
Firstly, read through the source. Underline 
any key words that you’re unsure about 
knowing what they mean.



If anyone reproaches me and 
asks why I did not resort to the 
regular courts of justice, then 
all I can say is this. In this hour I 
was responsible for the fate of 
the German people, and 
thereby I became the supreme 
judge of the German people. I 
gave the order to shoot the 
ringleaders in this treason… 
Let the nation know that its 
existence—which depends on 
its internal order and security—
cannot be threatened with 
impunity by anyone! And let it 
be known for all time to come 
that if anyone raises his hand 
to strike the State, then certain 
death is his lot.

Interpretation B- Adolf Hitler, 
in a speech to the Reichstag on 
13 July, 1934 justifying the 
Night of the Long Knives.

What are the key 
words in this 
interpretation?

What do some of the 
more difficult words 
mean?

What does Hitler say 
was the reason that 
he shot the 
ringleaders?

How does he justify 
his actions?

What does he say will 
be the consequences 
for those who oppose 
him?

Summarise the 
interpretation in your 
own words. Use 
quotations to support 
your points.

What specific pieces 
of evidence from your 
reading support this 
interpretation?

What do you know 
that might challenge 
this interpretation?



How do the interpretations 
differ?

Why do they differ?

Which interpretation is 
more convincing?



If anyone reproaches me and asks why I did not resort to the regular courts of justice, then all I 
can say is this. In this hour I was responsible for the fate of the German people, and thereby I 
became the supreme judge of the German people. I gave the order to shoot the ringleaders in 
this treason… 
Let the nation know that its existence—which depends on its internal order and security—
cannot be threatened with impunity by anyone! And let it be known for all time to come that if 
anyone raises his hand to strike the State, then certain death is his lot.

Interpretation A- Adolf Hitler, in a speech to the Reichstag on 13 July, 1934 justifying the Night 
of the Long Knives.

Why would Hitler have said this about the Night of 
the Long Knives?
- Audience- who was this speech meant for? How do 

you know?
- Purpose- why did Hitler feel the need to say this?
- Context- what do you know about what had been 

happening in Germany at this point? How might 
that have led Hitler to say what he did?



If anyone reproaches me and 
asks why I did not resort to the 
regular courts of justice, then 
all I can say is this. In this hour I 
was responsible for the fate of 
the German people, and 
thereby I became the supreme 
judge of the German people. I 
gave the order to shoot the 
ringleaders in this treason… 
Let the nation know that its 
existence—which depends on 
its internal order and security—
cannot be threatened with 
impunity by anyone! And let it 
be known for all time to come 
that if anyone raises his hand 
to strike the State, then certain 
death is his lot.

Interpretation B- Adolf Hitler, 
in a speech to the Reichstag on 
13 July, 1934 justifying the 
Night of the Long Knives.

Audience- who was this speech 
meant for? How do you know?

Purpose- why did Hitler feel the 
need to say this?

Context- what do you know 
about what had been 
happening in Germany at this 
point? How might that have led 
Hitler to say what he did?



How convincing is this interpretation 
about why the Night of the Long 
Knives happened?

Reasons for:

Reasons against:

Conclusion:



Which of the following was the 
more important reason why 
Hitler was able to become the 
dictator of Germany:
•Factor One
•Factor Two

Explain your answer with 
reference to both questions. 


