
 

English – Year 9 – Independent Workbook: 
 Creative Writing 
For each creative writing task, use the following success criteria to mark your work out of 21. You can award 
yourself one mark per tick.  
 

Year 9 English Writing Success Criteria  Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

1-7 marks      

I can complete the activity set, matching my writing to the 

purpose given.  

    

I use a range of punctuation, including commas, apostrophes 

and inverted commas. 

    

I can use a variety of sentence lengths and structures (simple, 

compound and complex) to create effects.  

    

My paragraphs are clear, well developed and make sense.     

I can use a range of imaginative vocabulary accurately. 

 

    

I am generally able to spell words with complicated spelling 

patterns correctly. 

    

I securely use a range of techniques such as metaphors, similes, 

sensory language and personification.  

    

8-14 marks      

My writing is fluent.  

 

    

My writing engages and sustains the reader’s interest.  

 

    

 I use a range of punctuation to clarify my meaning, for 

example, colons and semi colons. 

    

I experiment with a range of sentence structures and lengths 

(simple, compound, complex, fronted and embedded). 

    

I use a varied vocabulary in order to create effects.  

 

    

I organise my ideas in well-developed, well-structured and 

linked paragraphs. 

    

I securely use a range of high-level techniques for effect for 

example extended metaphors, pathetic fallacy, use of setting 

to create atmosphere etc.  

    

15-21 marks      

My writing it confident and imaginative. 

 

    

 My non-fiction writing gives clear points of view, and takes 

account of different perspectives. 

    

I use grammatical features and vocabulary accurately and for 

effect. 

    

I use paragraphs and correct punctuation to make the 

sequence of events or ideas coherent and clear and to create 

a wide range of effects. 

    

My spelling is correct, even of complex, irregular words. 

 

    

For effect, I vary the structure and tone of my writing 

.   

    

I use a range of sophisticated techniques for effect for example 

irony, cyclical structure etc.  

    



Task 1: 

Write a description based on the picture below: 

 

Task 2:  

Write a story with the title: ‘A Time I Knew I was In Trouble’ 

Task 3:  

Describe a time when you felt you had achieved something.  

Task 4:  

Write a story based on the picture below: 

 



Reading Comprehension 

Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow. You can mark your work using the 

answers pages at the end of this booklet.  

Task 1 

 



Task 2:  

 



 



 



Task 3:  

Now write your own!  

 



 

 



Reading Comprehension Answers  

Task 1: 

1. He was desperate with hunger / He was reckless with misery / He was experiencing peer 

pressure from the boys around him.  

2. Dickens uses the exclamation mark after ‘What!’ to show the Master’s surprise / Dickens 

uses the adjective ‘faint’ to describe the Master’s voice which suggests that he was in 

disbelief at Oliver’s audacious request.  

3.  Even Oliver is somewhat alarmed by his own courage in asking for more, which suggests 

that it is never usually done / We can get a sense from context – we know that Victorian 

workhouses were horrible places to be and that children were not fed properly / The writer 

has used the character of the master and his surprise to show that Oliver’s actions were 

absolutely against the rules / the punishment of ‘instant confinement’ shows just how 

seriously the master is prepared to take Oliver’s actions – probably to dissuade others from 

doing the same.  

Task 2: 

 


