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Festival of Culture 2019 promises another excellent 
programme for our young people.

Our new school plan focuses clearly on literacy and the 
importance of reading. As of September 2019, we will focus very 
carefully on literacy across the curriculum.

We are proud to be the home of Durham Book Festival for Schools 
and we look forward to welcoming authors, including Onjali 
Rauf; an award winning writer who was the Campaigns Manager 
for Women for Women International UK, and currently works on 
behalf of a number of regional and International human rights 
charities and research bodies. Author Kira Millwood Hargrave will 
introduce her feminist retelling of the untold story of the brides of 
Dracula in an event suitable for our young adult readers over 12 
years old.

We are very excited to welcome Dr Emily Grossman; an expert 
in molecular biology and genetics with a PhD in cancer 
research; Dr Grossman is the second Honorary STEM Ambassador, 
alongside astronaut Tim Peake, for work in STEM education. She 
is a passionate campaigner to increase diversity in science by 
encouraging more young people, especially girls, to choose 
careers in science. 

GCSE Art students look forward to working with celebrated author 
and illustrator Debi Gliori.

We have a diverse selection of theatre performances, working 
again in partnership with Take Off Festival and Theatre Centre. 
In late October, Andy Cannon will perform a retelling of 
Shakespeare’s classic tale ‘Macbeth’ in ‘Is This A Dagger’ and 
the multi-award-winning Caroline Horton will return to Durham 
Johnston with her new piece ‘Muckers’. This mischievous show 
asks what it takes to stand proud and be true to ourselves and 
how we empower the next generation to do the same.
Theatre Centre bring ‘The Border’ by Afsaneh Gray; an 
outrageous Brechtian parable that explores the lines we draw 
between ourselves and other people. Fusing Theatre Centre’s 
expertise in new writing with energetic staging, The Border will 
feature a live break-out debate where one girl, her dog and the 
audience find their voices - and their bark.

Durham Johnston’s 7th annual Festival of Culture is made 
possible, in part, through the existence of multiple, informal 
social enterprise contracts. Via these contracts, the school is 
able to trade marketing, venue, logistic and front of house 
expertise for events with festival partners.

The brochure, hospitality and other costs are covered by our 
festival sponsors to whom we are immensely grateful.
The programme has something for Young People of all ages. 
We look forward to welcoming all visitors to Durham Johnston 
School.

Andrew O’Sullivan, Headteacher

Tuesday  8th October

Onjali Q. Raúf
“The Star Outside my Window”

Kiran Millwood Hargrave
“The Deathless Girls”

Wednesday 9th October

Dr Emily Grossman
“Brain Fizzing Facts
-Awesome science

questions answered”

Debi Gllori
“The Bookworm”

Tuesday 22nd October

Andy Cannon
“Is this a dagger? 

The Story of Macbeth”

Wednesday 23rd &
 Thursday 24th October

Caroline Horton
“Muckers”

Monday 4th November

Afsaneh Gray
“The Border”

Timetable
of Events



Onjali Q. Raúf
“The Star Outside my Window”

Tuesday 8th of October
10:00am - 11:00am
Public Show

Suitable for Ages: 8 - 12

Durham Book Festival for Schools presents exciting author events for young people of all ages

‘I’ve always wanted to be a Star Hunter. But I don’t want to be the kind that 
looks for old stars that have already been burning for millions of years. I want 
to find the brand new ones - the ones that have only just been born and 
are searching for the people they’ve left behind...’ - The Star Outside my 
Window

A brilliant new book from Onjali Raúf, author of The Boy at the Back of the Class, winner 
of the Blue Peter Award 2019 and the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize 2019. Following 
her mum’s disappearance, 10-year-old Aniyah suddenly finds herself living in foster 
care. With her life in disarray, she knows just one thing for sure: her mum isn’t gone for 
ever. Because people with the brightest hearts never truly leave. They become stars. So 
when a new star is spotted acting strangely in the sky, Aniyah is sure it’s her mum, and 
she embarks on the adventure of a lifetime to make sure everyone else knows too… 
This is a story that explores the subtle faces and endless impacts of domestic violence, 
and celebrates the power of hope and resilience.

Onjali Q. Raúf worked as an Assistant Editor for Emel 
magazine; was the Campaigns Manager for Women for 
Women International UK, and currently works on behalf 
of a number of regional and International human rights 
charities and research bodies. She is also Founder and CEO 
of Making Herstory: a self-styled human rights organisation 
working in partnership with other movements to end the 
abuse, trafficking and enslavement of women and girls 
worldwide. She has been shortlisted for the Care2Impact 
award, and the Emma Humphreys 
Award for her work in the womens’ 
rights sector.

Onjali will take part in a 
working breakfast event with 
Durham Johnston 6th Form 
Students discussing trafficking 
and enslavement of women 
and girls worldwide



Kiran Millwood Hargrave
The Deathless Girls

Tuesday the 8th of October
1:30pm - 2:30pm Public show

Suitable for Ages: 12-18

‘On the eve of her divining, the day she’ll 
discover her fate, seventeen-year-old Lil and 
her twin sister Kizzy are captured and enslaved 
by the cruel Boyar Valcar, taken far away from 
their beloved traveller community…’

“I asked myself what I felt passionately 

about, and the answer was books. 

I remember what my dad said - it’s 

easy to fail at what you don’t want 

to do, so you might as well fail at 

something you do want to do.”

 K. .M. Hargrave

From the Author of “The Girl of Ink 
& Stars”, winner of the Waterstones 
Children’s Book Prize 2017, comes her 
latest September 2019 release “The 
Deathless Girls.”

Gothic, intoxicating, feminist and 
romantic - this is the breathtakingly 
imagined untold story of the brides of 
Dracula, by bestselling author Kiran 
Millwood Hargrave in her much-
anticipated Young Adult debut.

Kiran Millwood Hargrave’s earliest 
ambition was to be a cat, closely 
followed by a cat-owner or the first 
woman on Mars. She has achieved 
only one of these things, but 
discovered that being a writer lets you 
imagine whatever you want.

Kiran will take part in a discussion 
group with Durham Johnston 6th Form 
FEMSOC students



Dr. Emily Grossman
Brain Fizzing Facts

Awesome science questions answered

Wednesday the 9th of October

10:00am - 11:00am Public show
Suitable for Ages: 8-12

“Can an egg bounce?
How can a giraffe’s ridiculously long neck contain 

the same number of bones as a human’s?
How much does the Internet weigh?”

Why is your elbow called your funny 
bone? How could you escape the grip 
of a crocodile’s jaw? Which animal can 
breathe through its bottom? And how do 

these things all link together?
Brain Fizzing Facts

Dr Emily Grossman has just finished writing 
a quiz book called Brain-Fizzing Facts - 
Awesome Science Questions Answered, 
which will be published by Bloomsbury 
Children’s Books in August 2019. It was 
recently picked to be featured in The 
Bookseller’s Children’s Books Previews.

Dr Grossman is an expert in molecular 
biology and genetics, with a Double 
First in Natural Sciences from Queens’ 
College, Cambridge and a PhD in cancer 
research. Named as the second Honorary 
STEM Ambassador, alongside astronaut 
Tim Peake, for work in STEM education. 
Dr Grossman campaigns to increase 
diversity in science by encouraging more 
young people, especially girls, to choose 
careers in science. She is passionate 
about changing the perception of what it 
is to be a scientist, and raising awareness 
as to the value of emotions in science 
and society. She also shares her own 
challenges and experiences as a woman 
in STEM (science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics) in a way that might 
support and inspire others to reach their 
potential and attain their goals and is a 
role-model to young women.



Debi Gliori
The Bookworm

Wednesday the 9th of October
1:30pm - 2:30pm Public show

Suitable for Ages: 4 - 7

Max really wants a pet. His parents aren’t 
so sure. Puppies chew, parrots screech and 
sharks have too many teeth. How about a 
dragon? Max’s parents say that dragons 
don’t exist, so Max settles for a pet worm 
instead. Except this particular worm turns 
out to be very unusual when its back 
begins to turn spikey and it begins to 
breathe smoke .

“Dragons don’t exist. Do they?” 

The Bookworm

“I don’t think I ever did decide 
to be a writer. Writing kind of 
snuck up on me when I was 
looking the other way. I think 

I was busy trying to be an 
illustrator at the time.”

Debbi Gliori

Debi Gliori is well known for both her picture books 
and novels for children and has been shortlisted for 
all the major prizes, including the Kate Greenaway 
Award (twice) and the Scottish Arts Council Award. 
Debi was the Shetland Islands’ first Children’s
Writer-in-Residence. She published her first book 
in 1990 and since then has published so many 
successful books that she has lost count. Her Newest 
book  “The Bookworm” is a funny and light-hearted 
story perfect for any child who has ever wanted a 
pet. With an added cautionary 
tale about being careful what 
you wish for. Gliori not only writes 
childrens’ books but illustrates 
them as well, having illustrated 
all of her own books to date.



Andy Cannon
“Is this a Dagger?

The story of Macbeth”

Tuesday the 22nd of October
9:45am - Public Show
1:45pm - exclusive showing for Durham 
Johnston Pupils

Suitable for Ages: 8+

Curriculum links: English Language, English Literature, Performing Arts

“Andy Cannon is a man with storytelling in his blood; a performer who can take 

the trickiest, most complicated of narratives and deliver it to a young audience 

as if it were a simple nursery rhyme.” - The Scotsman

Andy Cannon, one of Scotland’s 
finest storytellers, takes audiences on 
a thousand-year journey from fact to 
fiction and back again, in his telling of 
Shakespeare’s classic tale.

A tale of foul and fortune, murder and 
deceit, Macbeth is a gory, bloody and 
darkly wonderful tale of one man and his 
pursuit of power.

In “Is This a Dagger?”, Andy Cannon 
distils the essence of this epic play into 
a one-man, one-hour version, making it 
appealing for audiences young and old. 
Suitable for everyone over eight, “Is This a 
Dagger? The Story of Macbeth” explores 
the paths between fact and fiction, 
myths and truths.

A perfect introduction for newcomers to 
this wicked tale, and a fresh take on it for 
Shakespeare aficionados.



Paloma has always mucked about with Pichon. They run wild. They dress up like 
tigers, flamenco dancers, queens, kings, rabbits and Lady Gaga. Life is fun and 
funny and a little bit loopy. Until all of a sudden, Paloma comes face to face with 
a blinding light named Big Luz, and Paloma and Pichon are catapulted into a 
strange new world. Created by award winning theatre maker Caroline Horton 
with an International ensemble, with original songs and quite a bit of Spanish, this 
mischievous show asks what it takes to stand proud and be true to ourselves, and 
how we empower the next generation to do the same.

Caroline Horton
“Muckers”

Wednesday the 23rd of October
1:45pm - exclusive showing for Durham 
Johnston Pupils
Thursday the 24th of October
11:00am - Public showing
1:45pm - Public showing

Suitable for Ages: 7+

Curriculum links and Themes : English 
Language, Literature, Performing Arts, 
Friendship, Culture, Social subjects.

“‘Gloriously knotty’ – The Guardian”



Caroline Horton is an award winning 
actress, director, and writer, who creates 
her own plays and radio shows. She and 
her ensemble visited the school during our 
2013 Festival of Culture with “Mess”, which 
won a stage award for best ensemble in 
2012 as well as an Argus Angel Award at 
Brighton Fringe 2013.

Just like last time, there will be a private 
showing for students of Durham Johnston 
School, before the public showings, on 
Wednesday the 23rd of October.

Muckers was created in collaboration with 
Theatre Royal Bath - The Egg which, since 
opening in 2005, has provided a unique 
venue for children’s, young people’s and 
family theatre, and become a nationally 
recognised hub for exceptional outreach 
work with young people, community 
groups, schools, universities and colleges 
across the country.

Muckers Plural noun

1. persons who deal with 

(and/or delight in) dirt

2. old friends or soulmates

3. rough or coarse persons 

(dated use)



Afsaneh Gray
The Border

Monday the 4th of November
9:45am Private Performance for DJ Pupils
1:45pm Private Performance for DJ Pupils

Suitable for Ages: 7+

#DOGMISSING. BROWN WAVY FUR. BUTTON NOSE. GOES BY THE NAME OF 

STRANGER, NOT ACTUALLY A STRANGER #DOGSOFEASTOOLIA - The Border

Curriculum links and Themes: Performing Arts, Social studies, Current affairs.



Tick Tock, the clock moves towards midnight. Life 
is about to be turned upside down for one small 
town as the border crossing is sealed shut, dividing 
here from there, us from them, this from that. 

In the midst of it all, Stranger, a young girl’s 
beloved dog, has gone missing.

Tick tock. Will Stranger be found before the 
border closes, or will he be trapped forever on 
the “wrong” side? With rumours of dog theft and 
whispers of runaway immigration, how far will the 
mayor dare to go in her fight for re-election?

Does the refugee boy hold the clue to Stranger’s 
disappearance? As the bickering and bartering 
over boundaries moves into the eleventh hour, will one young girl change the 
course of history in her quest to find her dog?

The Border is an outrageous Brechtian parable that explores the lines we draw 
between ourselves and other people.

The Border will feature a live break-out debate where one girl, her dog and the 
audience find their voices - and their bark.

This Performance has direct links to the study of Brecht and Epic Theatre in the GCSE 
Drama curriculum. An opportunity for GCSE Drama students to fulfil their live Theatre 
Production evaluation and review. It also offers strong links to the PSHE and Citizenship 
curriculum.

DJ Festival of Culture offers a wide variety of opportunities for students

‘Our vision is that children and young people are empowered in their activism 

and leadership through theatre, using their voices and ideas to make change in 

themselves and the world around them.’ - THEATRE CENTRE MANIFESTO



With sincere thanks to our sponsors

In Conjunction with...

With thanks to past Durham Johnston student Rachel Scrivens for the brochure design.
Rachel is currently a second year student of Concept Art at Teesside University.

For further information & tickets:
School Events: Contact Helen Charlton, Director of Resources, DJ School;

Email: school@durhamjohnston.org.uk

Literary Events: www.durhambookfestival.com/schools or Phone: 03000 266 600
Take Off Theatre Events: www.theatrehullabaloo.org.uk/takeoff-festival

or Phone 01325 405405


